School of Writers 
Elementary Writing Activities

· Students write their own work problems - The subject can be anything.  Papers are exchanged with other students in class and problem was solved.  Papers can also be taken up and allow the class to solve the problem using an ELMO.

· Journal Writing with prompts.

· Sensory/descriptive writing – Students experience something like a fluffy stuffed animal.  Student describe what they have passed around orally then in writing.

· County-wide writing project and WV Young Writers Contest – Students participated by writing stories.
· Authors -Students worked with Author Martin Wach and then he helped the students write and illustrate a children’s book.  The students formed a Write Club for Me that met during library time to work together on the project
· SS Unit – What were the developments in transportation Students worked in teams to create a front page of a newspaper.  Topics were assigned (Erie Canal, Transcontinental RR, Clermont, National Road, etc.)  They needed to include a news article about the event, the then current president’s reactions and an article about a person involved in the event.  Also to be included was a captioned picture.

· Descriptive- Students were to design their dream bedroom.  The need to make a graphic organizer including the five senses.  After the sloppy copy is written, a conference time was held with the student, the paper was edited and the final draft was typed.
· Descriptive- Stories and paragraphs were written using adjectives to give a more vivid picture and shared these on special paper on class bulletin boards.
· Opinion/Persuasive- Students were to write a letter to the editor expressing their opinion on a topic they feel is important to them.  The articles were then submitted to the local paper.

· Expository – Students were to pick a topic which would be easy for them to present to the class.  They were to write the paper and then teach the class how to do whatever their topic is such as “How to make a Paper Airplane”.

· Pen-pals-Students wrote letters to students in another school.

· Persuasive Letters – Students wrote persuasive letters to the principal to persuade her to allow for more recess time.  Other topics could be used (letters to cooks requesting a certain menu.)

· Kindergarten books – Students develop their own book and share their stories with the class.

· Community project – Students made Love Knot blankets for people living at the city mission.  They then wrote Love Note acrostic poems to include with each blanket.

· Music- The music teacher incorporates writing within the classroom, having the students brainstorm the different types of must, why they did or did not like certain music and what they do when listening to music.  The students then write a journal entry about their favorite type of music.  
· Displays- Written work is displayed in the hallways for everyone to enjoy.

· Write Response to literature – Character feelings, story ending rewrites, letters to author, letters to characters.

· RAFT Activity – R = role (character from story), A = audience (another character from the story), F = format (type of writing used: letter, play, etc.), T = topic (they chose based on what happened in the story).  A story was read to the students.  The students chose a character to become and were to write a letter to another character from the story.  This encourages them to think from another point of view.

· Squiggles – Students were handed a paper with a squiggle on it.  They were to spend one minute looking at the squiggle from all angles deciding what kind of picture they could make out of it.  When making their picture they were encouraged to fill the whole page.  After the picture was complete the students wrote a story to go along with their picture.  The teacher discussed what was needed: beginning, middle and ending.  It was a very fun way to encourage the children to write.
· Writers’ Book/book signing – The students in the school were encouraged to complete a writing of some kind.  Teachers from each class gave 1/3 or the writings from their class to the principal and the stories were compiled into a book and printed at the county print-shop.  Once the books were returned, the authors sat at a table and signed the books.  A total of three books were published during the school year so every student had an opportunity to publish a story.
· Author Visit – Authors visit the class and the students write about the experience.

· Black History Month activity – Students were assigned an African American who has had an impact on history to write a biography.  The stories had three main points:  The person’s childhood, adulthood and why they were important.  Students had to do their own research.  Student’s then peer edited each other’s writings.  After this was complete the students typed their stories into their writing portfolios.

· Group Writes – Students were assigned to a group and given a graphic organizer.  Each group chose a topic to write about.  Each child in the group came up with a sentence to go in the circle of the organizer.  The group chose a topic sentence to go in the main circle.  The writings were then discussed with the entire class.
· Open Ended Writing – A story (e.g. Chicken Little) was read to the class, but the ending was left off.  The students had to come up with a new ending or what they thought might happen.  They wrote the ending of the story and also illustrated it.

· Dr. Seuss – Students created original poems as a culminating activity for Dr. Seuss Week.  Another activity was to have the children rewrite a Dr. Seuss story and illustrate the new story.
· Mother’s Day – Students wrote a book for Mother’s Day entitled, My Mom’s a Superhero.
· Writing to Soldiers – Students wrote Acrostic, haiku and Diamantes poems with a subject (Bravery, freedom, hero, etc.)
· Witchy Acrostic Poetry – Students create an acrostic recipe of the creepy creatures and yucky objects that they would put into a cauldron if they were a witch.
· Bingo the Bear – Pre-K students are introduced to the letter B and Bingo the bear was sent home with the students.  Parents helped the children write about their experience with Bingo.  The stories were then shared with the class.
· Holiday Poetry Writing – Poems are written to correspond with the seasons and holidays.  The writings are shared with classmates and displayed through-out the school on bulletin boards.
· Family Writing Night – Parents and students were invited to participate in writing letters and poetry to active servicemen and veterans.
· Thank You Letters – Thank you letters were written to all the professionals who presented at the Career/Professionals Day Celebration during American Education Week.
· Robot Stories – Students were asked to design a robot and then describe and name it.  They had to write a story to tell how they would use their robot.
· Me on the Map – Students drew a map of their home showing their bedroom.  The students were then to write a description of their room and directions to find it.
· Pen pals – Students became pen-pals with other students in their school.

· Digital Stories- Several different variations of Cinderella were read and discussed.  The class then created a PowerPoint together and illustrated each slide.  Once this was complete the students worked in peer groups to fill in a story map of their own version and wrote their own stories and created their own PowerPoint presentation.
· Frog Log – Science gets our first grade students writing.  The Frog Log allows the students to see themselves as scientists.  Tadpoles were brought into the classroom and students were to record and illustrate what they were observing daily.  Students were required to write in sentences and discuss with peers what they were seeing and hypothesize what was going to happen.

· Cheeseburger Book Reports – Students were to choose a book to read and write a Cheeseburger Book report using a shape flip book.  The top bun included the title and author.  The lettuce was completed with the setting.  A summary of the events was placed on the cheese.  The tomato listed the main characters.  The student’s description of the book was placed on the hamburger patty.  The sandwich was completed with the bottom bun which included the student’s name and date.  This unique format generates interest and excitement for book reports.
· Alphabet Rap – Students were to create an alphabet rap to go along with music from Mike Shoulders website.  The requirements for the rap depended upon the grade level of the students.  (E.g. B- B is for our busy brains, building brighter by the day, Book-fairs, Brain-pop and Birthday Books bring us back to school to stay.)
· Red Ribbon Week Writing – Students participated in a school-wide essay contest to reinforce drug-free schools.

· Where the Wild Things Are – Students participated in a school-wide essay contest by writing about their own adventures.

· International Literacy Day – Students wrote essays about “What Reading Means to Me.”

· Holiday Traditions – Students wrote about favorite family holiday traditions 

Middle School and High School
Writing Activities
· Brochures – Have students chosen and issue and research it for information, then create a brochure.  The brochure needs to have pictures, be informative and persuasive.  Website information needs to be included.

· Book Projects- Students were to read a book and then complete a project to go along with the book that was read.

· School-wide Poetry Contest—Students were to write a poem for a school wide contest.  Students were also to make a poetry book of their original poetry.

· Poetry Projects—Students were to research poetry on the internet, find four poems that interested the student.  One poem had to be analyzed emotionally (with guidelines provided); two poems had to be compare/contrasted using a Venn diagram.  The students also had to write an original poem which was to be read by a team of teachers.  Winners of the project were to be announced at the end of the year.

· Research Report- Students had to complete a research report consisting of a cover sheet, outline, report of 15-20 paragraphs and bibliography and then create a power-point to be presented to classmates.

· Novel Projects – Students must read a novel of choice and then were given a menu to follow.  The students had to choose an appetizer from a list of creative options (poster, model, etc.), a main course from a list of writing options (diary entry, letter to author, etc.) and one dessert from a list of technology options (author info, other works, etc.)

· Writing to Soldiers – Students wrote Acrostic, haiku and Diamantes poems with a subject (Bravery, freedom, hero, etc.)
· Question of the Day – A sentence is written to answer the question of the day.

· Essay Questions – Essay questions are included on chapter review and tests.

· Essay Contests – School sponsored essay contests to encourage writing, several times during the school year.

· Public Announcements – Students write a public service announcement about the dangers of drugs and alcohol, texting and driving, drinking and driving, etc.

· Writing Directions – Students write directions on how to make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, papers are exchanged and the students must follow the written direction from their partner.

· Journal Writing – Begin the day with a warm-up exercise using at least three adjectives.

· Draw and Write – Students draw a picture after given a short prompt and then write a paragraph about the illustration.

· Math Problem of the Day – A written response is required.

· Ballads– Write a ballad using a given melody so each note is a syllable and every two lines use rhyming words. 

· Beethoven’s Viewpoint – Using the correct form for a personal letter, proper grammar, punctuation and spelling express your feelings about losing your hearing while you still have so much music to write.

· School Newspaper – Students are in charge of publishing a school newspaper.
· HAIKU contest – Students were asked to write a Haiku and include a visual representation.  They could draw an illustration, use computer generated graphics or simply color a design on the page.

· National Writing Day – Students were encouraged to write a letter to a veteran 

· Bell ringers – Students are required to write an answer to the bell-ringer for the day.

· Young Writers Essay Contest – Students participated in WV Young Writers contest

· Writing Across the Curriculum – Writing is included in all subject areas.
